Romanticism Unit Reading Log:  
Answer each question with a complete sentence!

“The Raven” (330-334)

1. Why is the speaker reading at the beginning of the poem? 

2. What is his emotional state as the poem begins?

3.  During the course of the poem, how does the speaker’s attitude toward the Raven change?

4. In what way is the word nevermore related to these emotional changes?

5. At the end of the poem, what does the speaker mean when he says the Raven “still is sitting” above the door?

6. What is the relationship between the raven’s shadow and the speaker’s soul at the end of the poem?

“The Fall of the House of Usher” (312-329)

1a. Why has the narrator gone to visit Usher? b. What is the significance of the detail that the narrator finds himself becoming affected by Usher’s condition?

2a. In the description of the exterior of the house, which words suggest the presence of decay in the structure itself?  B. In what ways does this description foreshadow, or hint at, the ending of the story?

3a. Which descriptive details of the interior of the house suggest that the narrator has entered a realm that is quite different from the ordinary world? B. Which details in Usher’s appearance suggest that he has been cut off from the outside world for many years?

4a. Poe chose to characterize Roderick and Madeline as twins, not simply as brother and sister. Why do you think he made this choice? B. What evidence is there to support the claim of some critics who have argued that Madeline and Roderick are actually physical and mental components of the same being?
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s “The Tide Rises, The Tide Falls” (275-276)

1.  What images did this poem evoke for you?

2a.  Which events occur in the first stanza?

2b.  Which details suggest that the traveler is nearing death?

2c.  Which details suggest that he has died?

3a.  Which line does the speaker repeat throughout the poem?

3b.  What effect does this repetition have on the message of the poem?

4a.  In the second stanza, how does the speaker portray the sea and the waves?

4b.  How does this portrayal affect the meaning of the poem?

5a.  In the third stanza, what is the difference between the traveler and the day?

5b.  What does the poem suggest about humanity and nature?

6.  What do you think Longfellow’s outlook on life and death was when he wrote this poem?  Explain.

From Nature (390-392)
1. Which of your experiences have made you “glad to the brink of fear”?
2a. Under what circumstances, according to Emerson, does “mean egotism” vanish? B. How would you define Emerson’s idea of “mean egotism”?
3a. When does Emerson become a “transport eyeball”?  B What are the characteristics of this experience?

4a. Where does the power to produce nature’s delight come from?

5a. According to Emerson, is our experience with nature the same every time we go the woods? Explain. B. What does Emerson mean when he says that, “Nature always wears the colors of the spirit”?

6a. What is Emerson’s main point in this essay? B. Is his argument convincing?  Explain.
From Self-Reliance (393-394)

1. Which aspects, if any, of today’s American culture reflect Emerson’s belief in self-reliance?

2a. What terms does Emerson use to describe society?  
3a. According to Emerson, what do Pythagoras, Socrates, Jesus, Luther, Copernicus, Galileo, and Newton have in common?  3b. What evidence does Emerson use to support his claim that “to be great is to be misunderstood”?

4. What would Emerson say is each person’s reason for living? Explain.

From Leaves of Grass (440-441)

1. What does Whitman mean when he says, “the corpse  is slowly borne from the eating and sleeping rooms of the house”?

2. According to Whitman, what makes America different from all other nations?

3a. What riches do the seasons offer? 3b. What does the poet’s mention of these riches suggest about his vision of America’s promise?

4a. According to Whitman, what is the greatest of all poems?  4b. Based on this statement, how is Whitman redefining the idea of a poem?

From Song of Myself (442-445)

1a. From what does Whitman say his tongue and blood are formed?  1b. How does he view his relationship with nature?  1c. How does he view his relationship with other people?

2. In Section 17, what natural images does Whitman use to communicate the idea that his thoughts belong to everyone?

3. In the second stanza of Section 51, where does the speaker use apostrophe—a direct address to an absent person?

4. In Section 52, where does the speaker say readers can find him?

