Reading Log  :  Modern unit 

Answer each question with a complete sentence!

“The Jilting of Granny Weatherall” (848-856)
1a. What are the names of Granny’s children? 1b. Which of her children does she long to see?
2a. As she drifts in and out of consciousness, what memory is “squeezed out” of Granny’s heart?

2b. How does Granny try to talk herself out of the pain of this memory?

3a. What memories and details suggests Granny’s physical and emotional strength?
3b. Why might the author have chosen “Weatherall” as an appropriate surname for Granny?

4a. As she nears death, why does Granny say she “can’t go”?

4b. What is the connection between her experience of having been jilted sixty years ago and her experiences in the final paragraph?

“A Rose for Emily” (860- 874)

1.  What was your reaction when you read the final sentences of this story?

2a.  What happened when the judge tried to get Emily to pay her taxes?

2b.  What does this incident reveal about Emily’s relationship to the town?

3a.  What had been the position of Emily’s family in Jefferson while her father was living?

3.b. How does her position change over time?

3c. What seems to be Emily’s attitude towards this change?

4a. Describe what happens when Emily buys arsenic.

4b.  What problem do the townspeople notice shortly after that purchase?

4c.  What do you think Emily did with the arsenic?

5a.  What does the story say about Homer Barron and his relationship with Emily?

5b. What probably happened to Homer, and why?
6a. The narrator consistently uses the first-person plural pronouns we, us, and our in discussing Emily’s relationship to the town.  Who does this narrator seem to be?

6b. Describe the narrator’s changing attitude toward Emily, and identify comments from the story that support your opinion.

7.  What values do you think are important to Emily?

8.  What do you think of Emily’s values? Explain.

“The Far and the Near” (782-788)

1.  As you read about the engineer’s approaching visit to the little town, what did you hope he would find?

2a. What has been the engineer’s daily experience for the last twenty years?
2b. What does this tell you about the engineer’s life?

3a.  How does the engineer feel about the little house and the two women?

3b. What do the house and the women represent to him?

4a. What event makes the engineer’s visit to the town possible?

4b.  What is the engineer’s first impression of the town when he comes to visit?

4c.  When does he first sense that his experiences is unlikely to match his expectations?

5a.  What realization does the engineer come to at the end of the story?

5b.  In what ways do the engineer’s observations in the final scene contrast with his expectations?
6.  Considering the title of the story, what do you think Wolfe is saying about human longing?

7.  The engineer is crushed when he discovers that his optimism was not based on reality.  Is it possible to confront reality and remain hopeful about life at the same time?  Explain.

All William Carlos William poems (733-734)“The Red Wheelbarrow”
“The Great Figure”  and  “This is Just to Say”

1.  Which of the three poems evokes the strongest emotional response in you?

2a.  In “The Red Wheelbarrow,” to what sense does the image most appeal?

2b.  In what way does this poem reflect the Imagist emphasis on the concrete?

3a.  Which words has Williams divided to run on two separate lines?

3b.  What is the effect of this arrangement of words?

4a.  In “The Great Figure,” what detail is the focus of the speaker’s experience of the fire truck?

4b.  In focusing on this detail, what might Williams be saying about beauty and modern life?

5a.  What is the intention of the speaker in “This is Just to Say”?

5b.  Which details in the second stanza challenge the speaker’s sincerity?

6.  Which elements of these poems reflect Williams’ interest in portraying – and celebrating – everyday American life?

All Robert Frost poems (880-892)“Birches”

1a.  What is the connection between the ice storm and the bent birches?

1b.  What does the speaker prefer to think when he sees birches “bend to the left and right”?

1c.  What does the speaker feel about the facts concerning the real causes of the bowed trees?

2a.  What is the connection between the “swinger of birches” and the speaker?

2b.  What does the activity of swinging on birches come to symbolize for the speaker in the poem?

3a.  What does the speaker say he’d like to “begin over”?

3b.  What aspects of this poem reflect the speaker’s conflicting attitudes about life?

 “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” and  “Mending Wall”

1.  Which of the two made strongest impression on you?  Explain.

2a.  In the first stanza of “Stopping…”, what two actions does the speaker engage in?

2b.  What internal conflict do the actions create?

3a.  In “Mending Wall,” what two causes of gaps in walls does the speaker identify?

3b.  In what ways are these two causes expressions of a general force the speaker struggles the speaker struggles to name?
3c.  Why does this force not love a wall?

4a.  What saying does the neighbor repeat?

4b.  What does this saying mean?

5a.  What image does the speaker use to characterize his neighbor as he repairs the wall?

5b.  What is the meaning of the “darkness” in which the man walks?

6.  Are both the neighbor’s and the speaker’s ideas about the value of walls valid?  Explain.

 “Out, Out” 

1.  What do you find more disturbing – the boy’s death or the onlooker’s reaction to it?  Explain.
2a.  Where is the poem set?

2b.  In what ways does the description of the setting contrast with the events of the poem?

3a.  At what time of day does the accident occur?

3b.  What is ironic about the fact that the boy is cut precisely at that moment?

4a.  What are the boy’s first and second responses to the accident?

4b.  What does the speaker mean by the expression “the boy saw all”?

5a.  In the last line, what is the family’s response to the boy’s death?

5b.  How do you explain this response?
“The Gift Outright”

1a.  According to the speaker, where did the national allegiance of most Americans in colonial America lie?

1b.  To where does the speaker say this sense of allegiance shifted?

2a.  According to the speaker, what were we withholding in early America?

2b.  To what does the speaker suggest earlier generations surrendered in order to become true Americans?

2c.  What does this suggest about the meaning of citizenship?
3.  According to the poet, what was the price of the “gift outright” and who paid it?
 “Acquainted With the Night”
1.  How did this poem make you feel?  Explain.
2a.  What is the speaker’s reaction when he sees the night watchman?

2b.  What is the speaker “unwilling to explain”?

3.  What is proclaimed in the final stanza and what emotional state is suggested by this proclamation?

4.  What does night symbolize in this poem?

5.  How does this poem demonstrate Frost’s ability to write poems that seem simple but present deeper meaning? 
